
Liverpool Diocese Environmental Policy – Summer 2019 Update 

This policy serves as an update to the Environmental Policy passed by Diocese Synod in 2008. 

Here in Liverpool Diocese we’re asking God for a bigger church to make a bigger difference, more 

people knowing Jesus, more justice in the world.  

Therefore, we believe the church is not the church if it’s not just, and earth justice is at the heart of 

the way we in Liverpool Diocese want to live in community. Those in the world who suffer the most 

from the consequences of the human-caused climate crisis and environmental destruction have 

done the least to cause it locally and globally; to act justly we must care for God’s creation.  

Doing so is key to our work in mission and discipleship. Being a disciple of the Rule of Life means 

thinking about what you are doing in 6 areas of your life based around these words:  

Pray – Read - Learn; Tell - Serve - Give 

- We will incorporate prayer for the integrity of creation and the renewal of the earth into our 

prayer lives 

 

- We will read and seek to understand the biblical call to steward God’s creation justly 

 

- We will learn and deepen our knowledge and understanding of how Creator, Jesus and Spirit 

require us to respond to the destruction of the earth 

 

- We will tell others about, and live out, the biblical call to justice through our work as an Eco-

Diocese and become centres for creation care in our communities 

 

- We will use the Anglican Fifth Mark of Mission (Appendix 3) as a call to serve locally and 

globally 

 

- We will give by living a generous life that ensures we live within the sustainable limits of the 

planet and addresses environmental injustices 

The Diocese commits itself to: 
 

• Bring God’s great love for the whole of Creation by incorporating wider environmental 
concerns into theological and liturgical life. 

 

• Use our positions as centres for Creation care across the Diocese, to ensure the Liverpool 
City Region achieve their target of net-zero emissions by 2040 (Appendix 3). 

 

• Understand how the Diocesan buildings, land, travel and other activities impact on the 
environment and devise a strategy to manage these issues. 
  

• Support the Church of England Environment Program in their work and aims (See Appendix 
3). 
 

• Ensure our work to meet these commitments empowers everyone in our Diocese, 
understanding that individual changes can, and should, not be made by all and that the 
impact of the climate crisis is being felt by the vulnerable in our communities here as well as 
abroad.  



 

• Help recruit Eco-Champions in parish Churches and provide examples, materials and 
encouragement to engage with broader aspects of their environmental and ethical practice.  

 

• Seek to achieve Eco Diocese status. 
 

• Support the Eco Diocese Steering Group in it’s work. 
 
 

Appendix 1 – Eco Diocese Requirements  

Eco Diocese is an initiative to encourage diocesan-level engagement with Eco Church, and promotes 

parish participation in the scheme. It is run by A Rocha UK a global environmental charity. 

Eco Diocese status will be given to your diocese when it has: 

1. Registered its intent to become an Eco Diocese 
2. Commissioned an individual or group to coordinate progress within the diocese. 
3. Written an environmental policy that has been agreed by Bishop’s Council and Diocesan 

Synod (this should include points on travel, the environmental maintenance of vicarages, 
and a commitment to reducing diocesan carbon emissions).  

4. Gained the appropriate levels of Eco Church parish registrations and Awards 

Bronze Eco Diocese: 10% of parishes registered; 5% of parishes awarded 

Silver Eco Diocese: 20% of parishes registered; 10% of parishes awarded 

Gold Eco Diocese: 30% of parishes registered; 20% of parishes awarded 

5. Achieved the relevant Eco Church Award level in relation to its Diocesan House (where 
appropriate) and Land (where appropriate) 

6. Embedded environmental issues within the curricula of its ongoing ministerial education 
7. Managed diocesan investments ethically in line with the ethical policies of the Church of 

England national investing bodies, including on climate change, guided by the 
recommendations of the Ethical Investment Advisory Group 

8. Worked with other denominations and/or other faith groups to promote Eco Church and 
continuing to do so 

9. Established the habit of recording and celebrating individual environmental initiatives 
 

Appendix 2 – Contributions to this work 

 The Eco Diocese Steering Group is being coordinated by Faiths4Change Chief Executive 

Officer, Annie Merry, and also includes input from:  

• Samuel Rigby, Project Intern at Tsedaqah Community House 

• Helen Parker-Jervis, Merseyside Coordinator for Christian Aid 

• Phil Leigh, Diocese Environmental Officer 

• Dr Sam Illingworth, Senior Lecturer in Science Communication at Manchester Metropolitan 

University 

• Rev Canon Dr Ellen Loudon, Diocese Director of Social Justice 

• Canon Malcolm Rogers, Canon for Reconciliation  

• Don Thompson, Former Eco Church Assessor and Mossley Hill Parish Church 



 

Appendix 3: Useful Information  

• The full Environmental Policy passed by Liverpool Diocese Synod in 2008 

 

• The Church of England Environment Program Paper presented at the February 2019 General 

Synod [https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-

02/General%20Synod%20February%202019%20Order%20Paper%204.pdf] 

 

• Diocese of Liverpool dedicated eco & environmental church / parish focused resources 

webpage 

https://liverpool.anglican.org/EcoDiocese 

 

• A Toolkit to help churches measure and reduce their carbon footprint 

[http://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Managing-Your-

Carbon-Footprint.pdf] 

 

• A paper by Christian Aid on the Theology of Climate Change 

[https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-08/song-of-prophets-global-

theology-climate-change-november-2014.pdf] 

 

• Eco Church Website [https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/] 

 

• The Five Marks of Mission [https://www.anglicancommunion.org/mission/marks-of-

mission.aspx] 

 

• Faiths4Change https://www.faiths4change.org.uk/ 

 

• A Joseph Rowntree Foundation Report on Climate Justice in the UK 

[https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/climate-change-and-social-justice-evidence-review] 

 

• A paper by Sam Illingworth about some of the best ways to engage communities in 

conversations about climate change [https://www.geosci-commun.net/1/9/2018/gc-1-9-

2018.pdf] 

 

•  Liverpool City Region’s Targets to tackle the Climate Emergency 

[https://www.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/combined-authority-sets-ambitious-targets-to-

tackle-climate-emergency/] 
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