
Connecting with Nature: 

How to draw a Butterfly! 

Step 1: Go on a walk and explore your local area and 

nature! Try and spot any butterflies and take a picture 

if you can! If you don’t manage to photograph one, try 

to remember it’s appearance so you can search for 

pictures to use later. 

Step 2: Grab some paper and start to lightly sketch out a 

rough outline of your butterfly in pencil, looking carefully at 

your pictures. Don’t press too hard with the pencil. Or you 

could print off your pictures and trace them. 

I took this at 

my local woods! 

Step 3: Add the details! Look closely at your pictures and try and copy 

the smaller details and patterns. Try and make it symmetrical so it’s 

more realistic. If you go wrong you can always start again. 

Remember it doesn’t need to be perfect! 

Step 4: Choose your material! I decided to use a simple 

black biro pen. You could use coloured materials if you 

want to make it more realistic but personally I like this 

rougher more stylised look! 

Now you can begin drawing! I started by outlining the edge of my sketch and the 

smaller details in my biro. Then I make quick, rough pen strokes working from 

the middle of the butterfly body and into the wings. By applying more pressure to 

the pen nearer the body and lighter pressure in the middle of the wings you can 

create some tone and shade in your drawing to make it look professional! You 

could recreate this in other materials too! 

It doesn’t matter if you make a mistake as you can cover it up with more 

pen! 

Look out for common species 
found in the UK such as the 
Speckled wood, Peacock and 
Red Admiral. 



Step 5: Finish your butterfly by using this same 

technique on each of the wings. The more symmetrical the better! If your mark–

making is rough and messy then don’t worry! This makes your drawing more artis-

tic and unique. 

If you want your butterfly to have a textured appearance, try to draw different 

sized lines and place them in different directions. This creates even more detail!  

Top tip: You can make your drawing more 

eye-catching by applying more pressure on 

your material to create darker areas in the 

wings. You can see I attempted this to help 

some of the smaller detail stand out!

Additional Steps: How to make a 3D Butterfly! 
If you want to make your drawing come to 

life then follow these next steps! 

Step 6: To start making a 3D butterfly you firstly need to recreate a smaller 

version of your butterfly drawing. This doesn’t have to be an identical copy 

and doesn’t need as much detail! 

However, make sure the second drawing is considerably smaller 

so it’s more effective! 

Step 7: Cut out your butterflies and stick them together with 

the smaller drawing on top. After this you can bend the wings! 

Your 3D butterfly is now ready to decorate cards or go on your 

fridge. Whatever you do the choice is yours! You could even 

create a few more different sized butterflies for an amazing 3D 

display! 

Unfortunately Climate change is affecting many species of butterfly by forcing them to 
adapt to harsher environments. Rarer species that only breed once a year are being hit 
hardest by the effects of global warming. Therefore it’s so important that we all do our 
part to protect these beautiful species from extinction! 


